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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF SAMUEL MILLER, ESQ. 


A TRUE delineation of the 
characters of persons of uncQm- 
mon worth, after their decease, is 
for the benefit of the living, but 
itis a delicate and difficult task. 
Besides the partiality of friends 
and the amiable inclination, which 
is felt by the benevolent heart to 
forget the failings or vices of the 

dead and to dwell only on their 
virtues, the desire cf soothing the 
sorrows of friends, and perhaps, 
in some instances of gratifying 
their vanity, may induce the giv- 
ing a representation of the char- 
acter not strictly conformable to 
truth. Hence it is that eulogi- 
ums on the dead are seldom just 
representations of their charac- 
ters. ‘Ihe picture is generally 
too highly coloured. But it is 
believed that the character of 
Samuel Miller, Esq. is, in most 
‘espects, eminently worthy of be- 
ing presented as a pattern for im- 
itation. It is suited to stimulate 
the exertions of the young, to ex- 
cite the slothful to activity and 
diligence, to enliven and edify the 
christian, and to exemplify, ina 
striki ing manner, the efficacy and 
the value of true religion. With 
WwW 


these views, the following sketch 
is prepared for the Adviser. 
Samuel Miller was born in 
West Springfield, Massachusetts, 
in the year of our Lord 1764. 
For his early education, he had 
only the advantage of the most 
ordinary schools. At the age of 
twelve years, his father, who was 
amechanic, (a shoe maker) put 
him to learning his own trade. 
This, together with agriculture, 
for which he entertained thro’ 
life a peculiar fondness, constitut- 
ed his employment for some time. 
When he had arrived at the age 
of about 17 years he experienced 
a fit of sickness, which, after- 
wards, seemed to settle in one of 
his legs ; and he was in a great 
measure confined by lameness for 
the term of three years. At this 
period, the powers and bent of 
his mind began to disclose them- 
selves ;_ and his habits of indus- 
try, which so greatly distinguish- 
ed him through life, were rapidly 
forming. His intervals of relief 
from pain were occupied by ap- 
plication to books, and he ever 
sought relief in the hours of dis- 
tress by the exercise and improve- 


. * am veLen 
We Ie ae a 6% ge met 
ae ae ya ie 
\ geend ee me SS. tae 
- d es ry A 
P Rameareos Eras N % 4 . Z sae Sw: a 
age o.: are | i es he ae : Tg ne oe 


se me 

oe 
ee 
eae 


me -,, 5 i 
Me at 


o* 
= 


age 


tne Ty 








— <a — ” nd a aa = 
he —<_=---s — we _ » 
SSS SINC ees 

b sta * docbecbieptardode cieenec 


= rns = eee ee 


- Nn 














_ provement. 


162 Sketch of the Life of Samuel Miller, Esq. 


ment of his mental faculties.— 
Without assistance, without in- 
struction, he gained a considera- 
ble knowledge of some branches 
of the Mathematicks, viz. geom- 
etry, navigation and surveying ; 
and even applied himself to the 
study of the Latin language. In 
the beginning of the year 1785, 
he removed to Wallingford, in 
Vermont, and not long after- 
wards, commenced the study of 
the Law. 

Of Mr. Miller it may be said 
more truly than of almost any 
other man, that, in all those res. 
pects, in which he rose superior 
to the common rank of men, he 
was self-made. Possessing nat- 
ural powers of mind perhaps not 
singularly extraordinary, and not 
having enjoyed the advantages of 
an early liberal education, he had 
many embarrassments to encoun. 
ter in the study and prosecution 
of a profession, in which, every 
advantage of talents and erudi- 
tion not unfrequently fails of en- 
suring success. But diligence 
and perseverance were his most 
distinguished traits ; and in these 
he has been rarely surpassed. He 
was licensed to practice Law by 
Rutland County Court, at their 
March Term A. D. 1789; and, 
in May following, he settled in 
Middlebury. He is numbered 
among the first settlers and fath- 
ers of the town. Of those, who 
were inhabitants at the time he 
came to Middlebury, only a small 
number are now counted among 
the living. He took an early in- 
terest in “the affairs of the town, 
and was a very active promoter 
of whatever tended to its im- 
By his unremitting 
assiduity he soon gained a stand- 
ing among the first lawyers in the 
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state, and steadily maintained the 
rank through life. Few mer 
have ever united so much busi- 
ness with so much reading, so 
much attention to friends and so 
punctual a discharge of all the 
relative and social duties. Mr. 
Miller was of an ardent and san- 
guine temper; warm in his feel- 
ings and attachments : his friend- 
ship was active and useful to its 
objects: and his liberal charity 
has been too often felt by the 
poor and distressed of his neigh. 
borhood to be soon forgotten. 
Though he more than once rep- 
resented the town of Middlebury 
in the Legislature of the State, 
he ever preferred the enjoyments 
of domestic and private life to 
the honors and allurements of 
civil promotion. He was one of 
the founders of Middlebury Col- 
lege, and a member of its Corpo- 
ration ; and the Institution owns 
him among its most liberal and 
active benefactors. He was ad- 
mitted a member of the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural Society in 
797. The honorary degree of 
Master of Arts was conferred on 
him, by the Corporation of Yale 
College, in the year 1801. 

But the growing excellence of 
his character was his cordial re. 
ception and practice of the reli. 
ion of the gospel. Few persons, 
it is believed, have exhibited 2 
brighter example of the power 
and efficacy of Christianity than 
Mr. Miller, in the latter years or 
his life. In the fall of the year 
1805, when surrounded by world- 
ly prosperity, when religion could 
not be said to be fashionable ir 
Middlebury, when, indeed, he 
would be sure to incur from ma- 
ny the reproach of singularity and 
superstition, and whe: no earthly 
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motive can be conceived to have 
influenced his determination, he 
made a public profession of his 
faith, and avowed himself a hum- 
ble follower of the Cross. From 
that time, he took a very active 
and decided part in the cause of 
his Lord and Master ; and seem- 
ed to be honored dy him, by being 
made at once a pillar inhis church. 
He was a very useful member of 
that branch of it, to which he be- 
longed. He was prompt in the 
discharge of whatever he deemed 
to be duty. It may truly be said 
of him that he was “ diligent in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord.”” He took peculiar 
pleasure in the company of the 
ministers of Christ, and his house 
was ever open for their reception 
and entertainment. 

He was a member of the Ver- 
mont Missionary Society, and 
from its establishment was an- 
nually chosen one of its Trustees. 

For the last year and a half of 
his life, he was peculiarly “ tried, 
and (judging from the fruits) 
purified, in the furnace of afflic- 
tion.’ A cancerous affection, 
which, as it now appears, had 
pervaded his constitution, broke 
out in his leg a little below the 
knee. It progressed slowly fora 
number of months, during which 
he suffered the most extreme pain, 
until all hopes of saving life ex- 
cept by amputation were taken 
away. When the necessity of 
that step became evident, he took 
his resolution ; but distrusting his 
own natural fortitude, he, at first, 
looked forward to the “ day of 
dread’? with considerable anxiety. 
But his reliance was on God, and 
God was his helper. He wasen- 
abled to meet and sustain the op- 
eration with very uncommon 
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firmness. The limb healed 
rapidly, and appearances were 
very promising of a perfect resto- 
ration to health. Both he and 
his friends were rejoicing in the 
prospects of his prolonged life. 
But the appearance of a tumor 
on another part of his body soon 
evinced that disease still lurked 
within, and again alarmed their 
fears. For a short time he was 
suspended between hope and fear 
with respect to the event; but, 
ina great measure submitted the 
issue to Him, in whose hand was 
his life. | Few persons ever had 
more to attach them to life. Sur- 
rounded by a numerous circle of 
friends,—beloved and respected, 
and in possession of all those do- 
mestic endearments which confer 
on life its sweetest pleasures, he 
seemed to be enchained to the 
world by every earthly tie. But 
the lapse of a few weeks decided 
that the event must be fatal. He 
submitted to the sentence of his 
Heavenly Father, not only with- 
out murmuring, but with appar- 
ent cheerfulness. For a number 
of months, he viewed the slow 
approach of death ; and seemed 
to contemplate his dissolution in 
all its consequences and relations 
both with respect to the present, 
and the future world. He con- 
versed upon the subject frequent- 
ly with his particular friends and 
those, who called uponhim. He 
disclaimed all dependance upon 
his own righteousness for salva. 
tion ; spoke in the most emphat- 
ic terms of his own unworthi- 
ness, and of his hone of salvation 
in the mercy of God alone thro’ 
Jesus Christ ; and blessed God 
that in that way he was permit- 
ted to hope, that there he might 
repose his trust. He expressed 
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164. On the Improvement of the Sabbath. 


great solicitude that he might 
glorify God by his death. He 
urged on others the importance 


of an immediate attention to their 
spiritual concerns. For some 
time, the eternal interests of his 
fellow men seemed to engross his 
whole heart. It is ardently to 
be wished that his pressing exhor- 
tations may not be torgotten by 
those, to whom they were addres- 
sed. With the most perfect com- 
posure he made all arrangements 


with respect to the concerns of 


his family and property, which 
should free the former from em- 
barrassment after his decease.— 
Having given the most minute 
directions with respect to many 
things to be done at the time of 
his death, and with respect to his 
interment, he patiently waited the 
summons of his God and Judge, 
though he frequently: expressed 
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his fears that he should be too 
desirous to leave the world. In 
the evening of the 17th April, 
1810, by the bursting of the fe- 
mural artery near the seat of his 
disease (which he had before an- 
ticipated as the probable mode of 
his death) he received notice that 
his departure was at hand ; and 
in a few moments, by an appar- 
ently very easy death, closed his 
eyes on all terrestrial scenes ; hav- 
ing just entered the 47th year of 
his age. 

By his Will, he has bequeath- 
ed to the Religious Congregation- 
al Society in Middlebury the sum 
of one thousand dollars, the in- 
terest of whichis to be annually 
applied for the support of the gos. 
pel in said society ; and five hun. 
dred dollars to the Vermont Mis- 
sionary society. 





a 





RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


— & 01d WIS —— 


An inquiry how far men havea right 
to improve the Sabbath to the ac- 
complishment of their own secular 


purposes. 


{ Continued from page 138. ] 


IN answer to an enquiry, in 
a preceding number of the Ad- 
viser, How far men have a right to 
improwe the sabbath to the accom- 
plishment of their own secular purpos- 
es, an attempt was made to shew 
that God, when first giving per- 
mission to men for the improve- 
ment. of time, restricted them, en- 
tirely, to six days for secular use, 
and reserved one for himself : and 
that when Christ came, and made 


his comment upon the spirit of 
the Jaw, he permitted the per- 
formance of labor only in cases 
of special necessity ; and shewed 
that a trespass upon the sabbath 
could not be justitied, where, un- 
der similar cireumstances, we 
should not be justified in tres- 
passing upon the rights of our 
neighbor. 

From these premises the fot- 
lowing inferences may be addu- 
ced, 

1. There still remains a keep- 
ing of a sabbath unto the people 
of God. Some have suggested 
that the sabbath, since the pro- 
mulgation of the gospel, has, by 
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our Saviour, been abrogated, or 
set aside. Others, that no part 
of it is now to be considered as 
holy time, except that which is 
improved in the special worship 
of God. But the first establish- 
ment of the sabbath comprises 
one whole day in seven, which 
must contain, according to our 
mode of reckoning, twenty-four 
hours. And this establishment, 
we no where find repealed, by a- 
ny proper authority, either whol- 
ly, or in part. If this have not, 
by proper authority, been repeal- 
ed, it must still retain its binding 
torce. Any law, human, or di- 
vine, being once regularly estab- 
lished, must forever remain in 
force, unless it be repealed, or the 
legislating authoriay be removed 
out of place. Neither of these is 
supposable in the present. case. 
Therefore, if there ever Were a 
law, enforcing the observance of 
a sabbath on man, they must still 
be the subjects of it.* 

2. Great imroads are made up- 
on the rights of our Maker ; par- 
ticularly in relation to his sabbath. 
This kind of trespass has become 
very prevalent in our land. God 
has reserved to himself, for his 
own particular use, but one day 
outof seven. Yet men, in gene- 
ral, appear not willing to render 
him the service of that day. Not 
only those who disbelieve the per- 
petuity of the sabbath, but those 
also who acknowledge it, are in 
the common transgression. So 
great and general is the disregard 
of the day, that all kinds of busi- 





* The circumstantial alteration, or 
change of time from the seventh to the 
first day of the week, which is admit- 
ted by christians of most denomima- 
tions, goes by no means to repeal the 
Seaeral law of the sabbath, 
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ness are performed on the sab. 
bath ; and by almost all clastes 
and descriptions of people. The 
legislator, the judge, and the ex- 
ecutioner of law, together with 
the commonalty, are running, ea- 
gerly, into this common evil. In 
this respect, it may be said, “ Like 
people, like rulers.” 

If invasions were as frequently 
made upon the rights of men, as 
they now are upon the rights of 
our Maker, we should be thought 
the most vicious people on earih. 
And our prisons, and places of 
punishment would all be full of 
convicts : Or, otherwise, our land 
would be deluged with all the 
horrors, and devastations of in- 
testine convulsions, and civil war. 
But, now, very little thought, or 
attention is paid to the subject. 
The contagion has become very 
epidemic, and the members of the 
common body are generally in- 
fected. Laws are enacted in our 
several legislatures, and penalties 
denounced, against violations of 
the sabbath. But when any at- 
tempt is made to put these laws 
in execution, the voice of the pop- 
ulace is generally so violent a- 
gainst it, that, lke a sweeping 
torrent, it bears down all before 
it. Hence every man, without 
any restraint, improves the. Lord’s 
day as he listeth. He rides, traf- 
ficks, plows, sows, reaps, gathers 
into his barn, transports to mark. 
et, and returns the avails, having 
none to molest, or make him a. 
fraid. 

3. The eminent hazard to 
which our national health and 
prosperity are exposed. When 
disorders become so_ obstinate, 
that no means nor measures are 
productive of any salutary effect, 
there is generally thought to be 
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great danger; if not of a speedy 
dissolution, at least that some 
other disorders may set in, and 
prove fatal. When a people 
have become so depraved, and 
corrupt, that laws for the protec- 
tion of their Maker’s rights can- 
not be executed, what is to be ex- 
pected ? Will not the same spirit, 
under certain circumstances, lead 
te the violation of all law and or- 
der? If I may, with impunity, 
invade my Maker’s property, 
why not my neighbor’s also ?—~ 
Where will be the end of such 
toleration ; and where will tres- 
passing terminate ? The general 
intrusions made upon the Lord’s 
day are but indicative of great 
confusion, and disorder in our 
land. This, however, is not the 
only evil, nor, indeed, the great- 
est to which we are exposed.— 
The Lord is very jealous for his 
rights, and especially for his sab- 
baths. He anciently slew thou- 
sands of his people, in the wilder- 
mess: and when assigning his 
principal reason, he says, “ They 
greatly polluted my sabbaths.’” 
He still has many shafts in his 
guiver ; and he will give them a 
commission to execute his strange 
work, as provocations may re- 
quire. Does the famine, sword, 
or pestilence, invade our borders ; 
these are but the Lord’s commis- 
sioners, to display his wrath, and 
execute his vengeance on the re- 
bellion, and disobedience of his 
people. What reason, then, has 
our nation to fear and tremble, in 
view of their great provocations, 
by profaning and polluting God’s 
holy sabbaths ; and this, both in 
public & private. 4. Those who 
indulge themselves in violating 
the holy sabbath, as established 
by the trite spirit of divine law, 
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if they understand the subject, 
and are acquainted with the 
ground upon which their own 
rights are founded, can neither 
be actuated by the fear of God, 
nor even the principles of com- 
mon honesty. Honesty does not 
admit of our invading the rights 
of others, at our own will and 
pleasure ; whether they be of in- 
feriors, equals, or superiors ; whe- 
ther they be of our fellow men, 
or of our Maker. How then oan 
any one consider himself as sup- 
porting the character of an hon- 
est person, while indulging him- 
self in the unjustifiable practice 
of forcing into his own service 
the Lord’s time without permis- 
sion? If any make such chal- 
lenge it must be without founda- 
tion, The Psalmist says, ** Let 
them be ashamed that transgress 
without cause.” And this may 
well apply to all persons of this 
description. Let none, then, 
bolster themselves with vain im- 
aginations in this business) A 
future day will disclose the folly, 
and shew the madness of such 
dependences. The Lord shall 
one day appear to vindicate his 
own rights. 

In view of the numerous, and 
unjustifiable invasions which are 
made upon the Lord’s day, to- 
gether with the other species of 
iniquity which are prevailing in 
our land, let the wicked and 
transgressors take warning, stop 
their mad career, and turn unto 
the Lord by repentance ; for 
‘* who can stand before his indig- 
nation? and who can abide in the 
fierceness of his anger ?”’—-Let 
the righteous also put up humble 
and fervent prayer at the throne 
of grace, that God would work 
for his great name’s sake, while 
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men are making void his law. 
Let them also lift up their voices 
like trumpets, and advocate the 
cause of righteousness, and the 
rights of their Maker. Let them 
testify by their conduct that to 
them, the sabbath isa day of 
great delight. And may the 
Lord reform our land. 
Rurus. 


EXPLANATION OF JOHN 1. 9, 


That was the true light, which light- 
eth every man, that cometh into 
the world. 


VARIOUS are the opinions, 
which have been entertained, res- 
pecting the meaning of this pas- 
sage. In attempting an expla- 
nation of it, however, I shall not 
undertake to refute the construc- 
tions, which have been put upon 
it by others, and, therefore, think 
it needless to mention them par- 
ticularly. 

It must be obvious to every at- 
tentive reader, that a right un- 
derstanding of this passage de- 
pends, very materially, on attain- 
ing a correct idea of what is here 
meant by /ight. This term, when 
applied figuratively, as in this 
place, is used in a variety of sens- 
es. By looking at the 4th verse, 
we shall find, that the evangelist 
has informed us, in what sense he 
uses it, in this connection ; or; 
rather, has furnished us with such 
an explanation, that its meaning 
may be easily ascertained. Jn 
him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. From this passage 
we learn, that, by 4ght, in this 
place, is meant the /ife that is in 
Christ ; or, rather, perhaps, that 
the light in men is a consequence of 
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the life that was in him. If, 
then, we can ascertain what is to 
be understood by the life, that 
was in Christ, we shall be at no 
loss respecting the meaning of the 
passage under consideration. 
Contemplating the situation of 
man, without taking into consid- 
eration what has been done for 
him, by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we find, that all are dead; dead 
in trespasses and sins; and dead, 
also, as being justly condemned 
to death, by the holy law of God. 
At the same time, no way of 
quickening, or revival from 
death, is discovered. But, the 
moment we turn our attention to- 
ward the mediatorial undertakin 
of the Son of God, life from the 
dead is perceived to be held out, 
as a good attainable by man. A 
‘beam of mercy from the skies” 
instantly darts on the whole hu- 
man family, and enlightens the 
future prospects of every individ- 
ual. It immediately appears, as 
though some, at least, of our fal- 
Jen race were destined to arise 
from the deadness of a sinful, 
condemned state, to a holy and 
justified life :—as though immor- 
tal life, in opposition to eternal 
death, was to be the lot of some. 
Thus, life for men is seen to be 
in Christ. This life gives to ev- 
ery man, that cometh into the 
world, the light of hope. As the 
children of Adam, in their suc- 
cessive generations,enter this vale 
of mortality, it may be said, with 
the strictest propriety, of each in- 
dividual; ‘His prospects, it is 
true, are dark, but not perfectly 
so. He comes into the world a 
depraved creature, an enemy to 
his Maker, and, therefore, justly 
condemned to eternal death. 
But, still, the gracious purposes 
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of God, manifested in Jesus 
Christ, 
may ultimately escape. Possibly 
this may be a chosen vessel of the 
Lord.’? _It is conceived, there- 
fore, that by dight, in this passage, 
is intended hope; a hope, of 
which every individual of the hu- 
man family partakes, and which 
actually comforts and cheersthem 
all, in their passage through life. 
In perfect conformity with this 
explanation is the sentiment of a 
poet, who seems to have been 
well acquainted with human na- 
ture ; 


‘¢ Hope springs eternal in the human 
breast ;"’ 

a sentiment, the truth of which 

is attested by universal experi- 

ence. 

In conformity with what has 
been advanced, it is obvious, that 
when Christ is said to be the true 
light, the meaning is, that he is 
the only Saviour. There is none 
other name under heaven, given a- 
mong men, W hereby we must be saved. 
So that the intention of the evan- 
gelist, in this passage, is to assert, 
not only that Christ enlightens 
the prospects of every man with 
hope ; but, also, in opposition to 
a multitude of systems, invented 
by the wisdom or pride of the 
carnal mind, that it is in this way 
only, that such a hope can possi- 
bly arise. 

If the explanation, which has 
now been given, be correct, it 
will be readily perceived, that 
this passage harmonizes very per- 
fectly with many others, which 
speak of the universality of 
Christ’s atonement ; and, per- 
haps, affords a thought, which, if 
pursued, would lead to a more 
satisfactory illustwation of such 


afford a hope, that he. 
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passages, than has hitherto been 
offered. 
HeEman. 


Zo the Editors of the Adviser. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Tue following brief spec:- 
men of the lansuage of 
ical repentance and_ practical 
faith is, with an acquiescence in 
your judgment respecting the 
manner in which it ought. to be 
disposed of, submitted to your 
candid inspection. 

A PENITENT SINNER’S 
TO THE DEITY. 


GREAT and eternal God ! 
I find myself in a state of con- 
Scious existence, placed in the 
centre of an immense universe, 
and surrounded with innumera- 
ble worlds of moving matter. 
With solemn awe, and profound 
amazement, I behold the stupen. 
dous effects of thine infinite good- 
ness, wisdom and power. 

How great—O how inconceiv- 
ably great art thou, Omnipotent 
Creator! from whom a bound. 
less universe derives its origin. 
oF day the splendid sun, dispens- 

o light and heat to surrounding 
il which revolve about it, 
ac cording to laws mathematical- 
ly exact, and perfectly harmoni- 
wn attracts my sight and rouses 

y attention. By mght new 
wonders press upon my astonish- 
ed soul; so that when from this 
small globe of earth, on which ] 
dwell, looking upward and sur- 
veying the grandeur and magnit- 
icence of the evening sky, and 
seeing worlds beyond worlds, ris. 
ing to view in endless progres. 
sion, I feel lost. in the tmmensity 
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of thy works; but know that I 
cannot pass unnoticed by thine 
Omniscient eye. What am I, O 
my God! Where am I—and 
what is my final destination ?—TI 
find myself possessed of a curi- 
ously organized body and a ra- 
tional soul; and am convinced 
that this soul of mine, in conse- 
quence of the relation, which it 
sustains in the universal system of 
things, must exist through end- 
less duration—But oh! what will 
be the particular mode of its ex- 
istence ! Will it be that of end- 
tess happiness ? or endless mise- 
ry? Of this all important ques- 
tion I must shortly experience the 
solemn and unalterable decision ; 
a decision which, whatever it 
may be, I know will be perfectly 
just. 

Thou, O God of infinite per- 
fection, in the exercise of thy cre- 
ative power, didst set every thing 
in its proper ‘place ; and in the 
arrangement of all thy works, 
didst give te every thing a benev- 
olent tendency. ‘Thou hast done 
all things well: but I have vio- 
lated thy glorious laws of order 
andtruth. I have transgressed 
the bounds, which thine infinite 
wisdom, goodness and rectitude 
have prescribed—~Yes, O my 
God, acting in direct opposition 
to the clearest intimations of thy 
blessed Will, and, without listen- 
ing to thy kind, thy warning 
voice, by which thou hast express- 
ly told me of the dreadful conse- 
quence—lI have, in ten thousand 
times ten thousand aggravated 
instances, transgressed—and by 
transgressing have interrupted 
the universal harmony of thy 
works—have introduced a dis- 
cordant principle ; the malignant 
operation of which I have often 
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felt, and feel it still: a principle, 
which has made an awful separa 
tion between mie and my God, 
and which has a direct and con- 
stant tendency to produce my 
eternal ruin. 

I have sought out many in- 
ventions in order to obtain some 
relief from my unhappy condi- 
tion, and pursued various meth- 
ods to heal my wounded soul. 
In many a vain and fruitless at- 
tempt have I tried to extricate 
myself from the destructive snare, 
in which I have found myself in- 
volved. The law, which thou, 
O my God, hast ordained to reg- 
ulate the exercises of my soul, is 
holy, just, and good : * but I see 
another law in my members war- 
ring agairist the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin—O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?”— 
I have often tried, but tried in 
vain, to deliver myself ; but now 
I entirely desist from all my for- 
mer unavailing endeavors ; and 
finding the various expedients of 
my Own invention to prove utter- 
ly abortive, I fly, O my God, I 
fly to thee. Against thee and 
thee only haye I sinned ; and to 
thee alone will I look for pardon. 
For I have heard, that thou arta 
merciful God, and now believe 
the joyful news; the truth of 
which is confirmed by ten thou- 
sand instances of thy goodness : 
and among the rest there is one, 
which, if there was no other, 
would be a full confirmation— 
even the present opportunity of 
addressing myself to thee. 

O reach forth thy merciful 
hand, and save from final ruin, 
my sinking soul—With sincere 
repentance, unfeigned submission 





ee eo 





















170 = A penitent Sinner’s Address to the Deity. 


and profound humility, I fall at 
thy teet, and unconditionally 
yield myself to thee, a willing 
captive—With the most unreser- 
v ed confidence, and implicit trust 
in thine infinite faithfulness, kind 
Father of my spirit, I do now, in 
thine own appointed way, thro’ 
the blessed Mediator, absolutely 
commit myself into thy most 
merciful hands, and give up my 
whole soul to thee—not only fora 
day, or a year, or for millions of 
years—but for a whole ETER- 
NITY. Bind me fast, O my 
God, in the sweetly attractive 
bonds of everlasting love. In- 
troduce me into a state of unal- 
terable union with thyself. O 
most merciful Father, kindly de- 
prive me of all liberty, but only 
the glorious liberty of forever 
loving and obeying thee. Let 
my state of union to’ thee be so 
absolutely fixt as to leave no pos- 
sibility of its ever being dissolv- 
éd—Let it be so fixt, * ‘that nei- 
ther death nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to 
separate me from thy love which 
is in Christ Jesus, my Lord.” 
Blessed Jesus ! give me that 
water which, if I drink it, shall 
be in me a well of water spring- 
ing up into eternal life. Give me 
that living bread,-which came 
down from heaven; in conse- 
quence of the eating of which I 
shall live forever. Give me thy- 
self, for in thee all the fulness of 
the God-head dwells ; and thou 
hast the residue of the Spirit. 
Sacred and adorable Spirit, 
who graciously condescendest to 
visit the contrite and humble 
heart, come, and take entire pos. 
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session of my soul; sanctify it 
wholly for thyself; make it thy 
temple ; and therein for ever 
dwell. 

Eternal Jehovah ! adorable 
Trinity of persons, in Unity of 
essence ! the covenant, into which 
I now enter with thee, is not tem- 
porary nor precarious ; but is an 
everlasting covenant, well order- 
ed, in all things, and infallibly 
sure—firm as thine immutable 
perfections, and permanent as 
thine eternal existence. By en- 
tering into this covenant, I do 
most cheerfully and willingly for 
ever lose all the liberty and all 
the power of ever separating my- 
self, or of being, by any means 
whatever, separated from thee. 
In losing this liberty, if liberty it 
can be called, I lose nothing 
which is of any worth ; but gain 
what is of infinite value—the glo- 
rious liberty, and even the bless- 
ed necessity, Of always contin- 
uing, through endless duration, 
to be a true and faithful subject 
of thee, the King eternal, im- 
mortal, invisible, the only wise 
God: to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. So be it. So 
let it be, O my God, from this 
time henceforth, even through a 
boundless eternity. 


‘My God, my King, thy various 
praise 

‘Shall fill the remnant of my days ; 

‘Thy grace employ my humbtie 
tongue, 

‘ Till death and glory raise the song. 

‘The wings of ev’rv hour shal] bear 

‘Some thankful tribute to thine ear ; 

‘ And ev’ry setting sun shall see 

‘ New works of duty done tor thee 

‘Break off my fetters, Lord, and 
show 

‘ Which is the path my feet should go - 

‘If snares and foes beset the road, 

‘ I flee to hide me near my God. 

‘ Teach me to do thy hely 
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« And lead me to thy heavenly hill ; 

‘ Let the good spirit of thy love 

‘ Conduct me to thy courts above. 

‘Then shall my soul no more com- 
plain, 

‘ The tempter then shall rage in vain ; 

‘ And sin, that worst of foes before, 
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‘ Shall never vex my spirit more. 
‘Then shail 


I see, and hear, and 
know 


‘ All I desir'd or wish’d below ; 


‘ And ev’ry power find sweet employ 
‘ In that eternal world of joy.’ 
PHILALETHES. 








MISCELLANY. 
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ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
OF CHILDREN. 


I TAKE the Miberty of sug- 
gesting a few observations on the 
means of impressing the minds of 
children with the important 
truths of our holy religion, and 
bringing them to an early ac- 
quaintance with its sanctifying 
influence. 

T'HOuGH a pious education is 
not universally successful, in 
bringing children into a truly re- 
ligious state ; yet it is undoubted- 
ly appointed by God for this end, 
and is perhaps more frequently 
attended with success than any 
other means of grace. 

Education may be comprised 
under these three heads, discipline, 
instruction, and example. ‘These 
must all concur, and be agreea- 
ble to the word of God, in order 
to form what is comprehended 
under the idea of Christian Edu- 
cation. 

Children are the proper subjects 
of piscipLine, before they are 
capable of receiving much in- 
struction ; and asystem of disci- 
pline ought to commence as soon 
as ever they are able to discern 

etween good and evil. This 
branch of. education is of more 
consequence than parents in gen- 





eral are aware of. We shall see 
its importance if we consider the 
nature of true religion, and the 
ideas which a child forms in_in-. 
fancy of the authority of his par- 
ents. 

True religion consists in choos- 
ing the will of God in preference 
to ourown. His authority is 
absolute. It, should silence all 
our perverse reasonings, and ob- 
tain from us an implicit obedi- 
ence. And asa parent is to his 
child in God’s stead, he ought to 
require from the child an intire 
submission to his authority. 

A child naturally conceives the 
authority of his parent to be ab- 
solute ; and if a proper discipline 
is Maintained, this branch of edu- 
cation will be a handmaid to re- 
ligion. Letthe object be chang- 
ed, and filial obedience becomes 
piety. 

All the commands of a parent 
should be reasonable ; and as the 
understanding of the child ad- 
vances, their reasonablenessshould 
be unfolded : but implicit sub- 
mission must be enforced long 
before the reason of the command 
can be understood. 

We may easily discover, that 
children are perpetually endeav- 
oring to break through the abso- 
lute authority of their parents. 
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This is attempted with amazing 
Sagacity even in early infancy. 
Children will sometimes disobey 
in the most trifling circumstan- 
ces, in hope that the parent will 
not think it worth the trouble to 
persevere in requiring obedience. 
They will endeavor by some hu- 
Morous trick to disarm the dis- 
pleasure of a parent, when they 
see him Serious in requiring obe- 
dience. They will seize the op- 
portunity when the parent is en- 
gaged with company, or with 
some close employment, to evade 
obedience to a command, which 
they know would be enforced if 
the parent was more at leisure to 
pay attention to their conduct. 
In these, and similar instances, 
parents should be upon their 
guard, and never suffer their chil- 
dren to break a known command 
by any device or artifice what- 
ever. 

That discipline may be effectu- 
al, it must be steady. A child 
will soon discover, whether the 
commands of the parent depend 
upon his humour, or his princi- 
ple. Commands urged merely 
because the parent is angry, will 
harden the heart of a child, in- 
stead of producing a spirit of o- 
bedience. We too often see the 
authority of a parent directed by 
caprice. Alternate fits of indul- 
gence and severity occupy, in too 
many instances, the greatest share 
of family government. Such 
conduct is completely destructive 
of christian discipline. 

Discipline must not only be 
steady, but gentle. Commands 
that appear to flow from love 
naturally dispose the child to o- 
bey. Achild sees no hope of 
escaping from a system of disci- 
pline, that seems to arise from the 
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tenderness ef a parent. The 
harshness of a command is gene- 
rally more grievous to a child 
than the thing commanded. Dis- 
pleasure in the parent should on- 
ly be excited by wilful disobedi- 
ence ; and should rise in propor- 
tion to the contempt of authori- 
ty. 

When the understanding of a 
child is sufficiently matured, the 
Christian parent should shew, 
that in the commands which he 
gives, he himself is subject to a 
higher authority. Ifthe conduct 
of a parent is formed upon this 
principle, he will be ready to 
grant indulgence where that is 
not inconsistent with the com- 
mands of God. And whena 
child is convinced, by the uni- 
form conduct of the parent, that 
restraints are not the effect of ca- 
price, or want of affection ; dis- 
sipline loses all its galling effects, 
and becomes truly subservient to 
holiness and happiness. 

As soon asa child is capable 
of understanding the nature of 
God’s law, religious InsTRUC- 
T1on should keep pace with dis- 
cipline. It must not, however, 
be confined to stated times, as in 
the ordinary branches of learn- 
ing, but it must also occupy a 
considerable share in the com- 
mon conversation of the parent. 
This is the method which divine 
wisdom has appointed for paren- 
tal instruction. Thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt tatk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up.— 
Deut. vi. 7. 

Ie is scarcely necessary to ob- 
serve, that children should first 
be taught the plainest traths of 
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religion ; which, indeed, they are 
capable of understanding at a ve- 
ry early period. ‘They can com- 
prehend, as well as the most a- 
eute philosopher, that God cre- 
ated all things ; that he is in ev- 
ery place, though we cannot see 
him ; that he sees all our actions, 
and knows all our thoughts ; and 
that he will bring every work in- 
to judgment. 

But the scheme of religious in- 
struction must not rest here.— 
The whole system of evangelical 
truth is not above the compre- 
hension of children, if it be laid 
before them in plain language, 
and a familiar manner. The ve- 
hicle which conveys instruction 
to their minds in the most pleas- 
ing and impressive form, is the 
History of the Bible. The facts 
recorded in the books of the Old 
and New Testament are so strik- 


ing, that we often see children ex- 


tremely desirous of hearing them 
repeated, when a repetition of 
mere moral precepts would prove 
wearisome. 

From this history the principal 
doctrines of Christianity may be 
collected, as they are therein ex- 
emplified. We seein the con- 
duct of the Almighty towards 
his creatures, the most affecting 
instances of his power, his justice, 
and his mercy. In this history 
appears the original purity of 
man, and his apostacy from God. 
The degenerate state of the hnu- 


‘man heart is marked throughout 


the Bible in the strongest charac- 
ters: and the necessity of holi- 


Ness, in order to the enjoyment 


of God, is clearly displayed. The 
method whereby alone we can 
obtain pardon of sin, and be re- 
stored to the divine favor, is il- 
lustrated by the whole series of 
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the Jewish economy, and the re- 
peated details of our Saviour’s 
sufferings. A parent, who is a- 
ble to make a plain and judicious 
comment on these recorded facts, — 
enjoys the surest means (through 
divine grace) of impressing evan- 
gelical truths upon the minds of 
his children. 

A spiritual exposition of the 
moral law should always accom- 
pany the history of redemption, 
as an enlightened conscience must 
lead us . to sincere self-condemna- 
tion, before the offers of mercy 
made in the gospel can be truly 
valued and accepted. 

The doctrines of christianity, 
being all of a practical nature, 
requiring of us corresponding af- 
fections and conduct, the practi- 
cal application should always at- 
tend the system of religion. 

It is a prudent measure in par- 
ents to keep out of sight the va- 
rious controversies, which have 
unhappily taken place amongst 
the sincere disciples of Christ.— 
The couduct of the great Crea- 
tor and Governor of the world 
towards his creatures, though 
founded on perfect righteousness, 
is in many respects to us inscrut- 
able. Yet through this cloud 
the goodness and grace of the 
Almighty shine forth with such 
bright beams, as are sufficient to 
enlighten the understanding, and 
warm the heart of every true be- 
liever. 

Children should be taught to 
hear and read the word of God 
with the most profound rever- 
ence; and to be content with 
such knowledge as. removes all 
doubt with respect to their own 
duty. 

As God has been pleased to 
manifest himself to us in the per- 
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son of Jesus Christ, the history of 
the Redeemer should be inculcat- 
ed upon the minds of children in 
the most forcible manner. The 
discourses, the actions, and suffer- 
ings of Christ, should be _impress- 
ed by a frequent and minute de- 
tail; nor should his present in- 
tercession for us ever be forgot- 
ten. 

I have already observed, that 
religious instruction ought to 

make a part of the familiar con- 
versation of a Christian parent ; 
yet the appropriation of certain 
seasons for this important work 
remains indispensably necessary. 
Amongst other invaluable bene- 
fits which the institution of the 
sabbath offers, that of affording 
the most suitable opportunity for 
private instruction is not the least. 
When we are detached in this sa- 
cred season, from worldly consid- 
erations and employments, the 
minds of parents and children 
are then in the best state of prep- 
aration for giving: and receiving 
the knowledge of those things 
that appertain to our salvation. 

But at whatever time, and in 
whatever manner, religious in- 
struction is given, the greatest 
care should be taken to impress 
such sentiments on the minds of 
children as are in exact conform- 
ity to the word of God. Weare 
more apt to fourm such ideas of 
the Supreme Being as are dictat- 
ed by self-love, than implicitly to 
receive the declarations of the 
Bible respecting the character of 
God. In this sacred book we 
have a history of the conduct of 
the Almighty towards his crea- 
tures, under a variety of circum. 
stances, and from these historical 
facts, as well as from express dec- 
larations, Our notions of the di. 
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vine character should originate, 
It is of the utmost consequence, 
that children should be taught to 
draw their ideas of God from the 
declarations and historical facts 
of the Bible, for without this 
foundation laid in the mind, their 
whole system of religion must be 
erroneous. 

With the scriptural character 
of God are intimately connected 
the purity of the divine law, the 
method of salvation by a media- 
tor, and the necessity of personal 
holiness. The instructions which 
are given to children should al. 
ways keep those fundamental 
truths in view: for without a 
deep sense of these things, our 
knowledge must be superficial, 
and our service formal. 

Children should be taught, as 


soon as they become capable of 


reflection, to attend to the work- 
ings of their own minds; that 
they may discover the deceitful- 
ness of their hearts, and become 
thoroughly acquainted with their 
inbred corruption. Christ is pre- 
cious to those only who know 
their own vileness ; ard the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit will 
be earnestly sought by those a- 
lone, who are deeply conscious of 
their own depravity, and moral 
inability. | 

Christian education will still be 
imperfect, unless to pious instruc- 
tion there be added the pious Ex- 
AMPLE Of the parent. Children 
are acute in discovering any de- 
viation from those precepts which 
are enforced upon them. They 
keep a watchful eye upon the 
conduct of their parents ; and are 
glad to discover any thing that 
can prove an argument in favor 
of relaxation in their own obed!- 
ence. On the contrary, a coi- 
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stant visible regard in the parent 
to the commands of God, which 
he is daily enforcing, tends to 
make the most powerful impres- 
sion on the minds of his children, 
and to remove all doubt of the 
rectitude of the instructions 
which they receive. 

I have already observed, that 
one great benefit which we de- 
rive from the institution of the 
sabbath, is that of affording time 
for more ample instruction than 
can, in many Situations, be ob- 
tained on the days of labor. I 
would here remark, that a con- 
scientious regard in the parent to 
the sacredness of this holy sea- 
son, is of great importance in a 
system of religious education.— 
Let all worldly and trifling con- 
versation be avoided on this day, 
that the impressions made by the 
public or family exercises of re- 
ligion may not be obliterated by 
a carelessness to improve the in- 
tervals of religious service. 

Children are not ignorant of 
the truth of that divine aphorism, 
Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh ; nor will they be 
easily persuaded that religious 
truths make deep impressions on 
the minds of their parents, when 
nothing is heard that can direct 
the mind to eternal objects, ex- 
cept at the stated hours of in- 
struction. And as God has ex- 
pressly forbidden us to speak our 
swan words on the sabbath, an ex- 
ample of conformity to this gra- 
cious command should be shewn 
by every master of a family, 
whose peculiar office it is to di. 
rect the subjects of discourse to 
those who are in his presence, and 
under his care. 

The influence of example 
should make parents extremely 
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cautious in the choice of compan. 
ions for their children. With 
this view those schools should be 
chosen where pious example may 
be added to religious instruction 
and useful learning. 

The company to which chil- 
dren are introduced in other pla- 
ces should be such as shall have 
no tendency to make them slight 
the religious instructions of their 
parents and masters. 

This great object should also 
be kept in view in the choice of 
situation for the trade or profes- 
sion to which they are educated ; 
as the highest interest of a child 
ought to have the first place in 
our regard, But my design is 
not to write a system of educa- 
tion, a subject too copious for an 
article in your miscellany, and 
too complex for my abilities. I 
wish merely to throw out a few 
hints, and such as have been sug- 
gested by the experience of a pa- 
rent. 

I must not, however, conclude 
these hints without reminding the 
Christian parent, that to all his 
endeavors (be they ever so judi- 
cious) must be added constant 
prayer for the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, without which true 
religion will never be implanted 
in * minds of his children.— 
Though Paul should plant, and 
Apollos water, without the influ- 
ence of divine grace no fruits of 
righteousness will appear; for it 
is God that giveth the increase. 
But we have the strongest reason 
to hope for this blessing, whilst 
diligently, and with an humble 
dependance on his grace, we use 
the means which God hath ap- 
pointed. PATER. 

Gh, Observer. 
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From the Christian Monitor. 


ON CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 


THERE is no virtue, per- 
haps, which is more generally ap- 
plauded than charity. The very 
name seems to convey a charm 
to the ear, and to impart a fasci- 
nating grace to every character 
with which it is associated. But 
it is to be lamented that the name 
is often extolled with high praise 
by those who have no just ideas 
of the grace it is designed to ex- 
press. In treating of this grace 
it may be useful first of all to no- 
tice certain false notions of charity. 

There are some persons who, 
misled by the language and max- 
ims of the world, confound char- 
ity with alms-giving. ‘To entitle 
them to the praise of charity, 


they suppose it enough te bestow 


a little of their substance on the 
poor; and, overlooking the mo- 
tives by which they are actuated, 
they confine their attention to the 
external act. But the real char- 
acter of every action in the sight 
of God is determined by the 
principle from which it springs : 
now men may be induced to give 
alms by motives of an indifferent 
or unworthy nature ; by a respect 
to their reputation, by ostentation 
and vanity, or by a natural in- 
stinctive emotion of pity for the 
distressed, without any regard to 
God and duty. Whocan imag- 
ine, that to bestow alms from 
these motives is to exercise the di- 
vine grace of charity? St. Paul 
plainly points out the entire dif- 
ference of the one from the other, 
by declaring, that though he 
should “ bestow all his goods to 
feed the poor, and had not char- 
ity, it should profit him noth- 
ing.” 





[Junz, 


There are others who regard it 
as the principal office of charity, 
to exercise an indiscriminate for. 
bearance, or rather, indifference 
with respect to the religions principles 
of men. ‘* Our opinions, say they, 
are not to be taken into the esti. 
mate of our moral character.— 
The decisions of our judgment 
cannot be controlled by any ex. 
ternal authority. They must ne- 
cessarily be determined by the ey- 
idence before us, and must be the 
result of the exercise of our own 
powers. Whatever be the priz- 
ciples of our faith, if our actions 
be good we have right to the es- 
teem of men, and shall certainly 
receive the approbation of God. 
It is absurd to suppose that we 
shall be acquitted or condemned 
at the tribunal of heaven by our 
opinions : Christ himself has de- 
clared, that our ‘* works?’ shalt 
be the criteria by which we shall 
stand or fall.” 

But this hypothesis, however 
plausible, is inconsistent both with 
reason and with scripture. It is 
inconsistent with reason; for it 
goes on the supposition that there 
is NO connection between the o- 
pinions cherished in our minds, 
and the character of our hearts 
and lives. It istrue, indeed, that 
those opinions which relate to 
speculative subjects, and which 
themselves are merely specula- 
tive, have often little or no influ- 
ence on our active powers. But 
those opinions which relate to 
subjects in which our highest du- 
ties and interests are mvolved, 
provided they be really regarded 
by us as fixed principles of truth, 
cannot fail to have a powerful 
influence on our temper and con- 
duct ; and, if they be perverted, 
must produce an entire perversion 
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of our moral character. If, for 
example, our views of the char- 
acter and dispensations of God 
be essentially mistaken views, it 
is impossible that we should ex. 
ercise proper affections of mind 
toward him ; and if our views of 
our own character and state be 
radically erroneous, our temper 
and behavior will have no cor- 
respondence with our real situa- 
tion. If we have not just con- 
ceptions of the holiness, justice, 
mercy, and faithfulness of God, 
, especially as these attributes are 
manifested in Christ, is it possible 
we should reverence or love him 
as we ought? And if we have 
not a just sense of the guilt, de- 
pravity, and weakness of man, 
how can we exercise that humili- 
ty and penitence which form dis- 
tinguishing features of the chris- 
tian character ? 

The influence of the religious 
principles of men on their hearts 
and lives, might be illustrated by 
examples taken from the heathen 
world. The heathens ascribe to 
their gods the general characters 
of knowledge and power ; but 
they regard them not as benefi- 
cent, holy, and amiable; but 
rather as tremendous, haughty, 
irascible, often also as vindictive, 
sensual, and depraved. What 
then is the influence of these re- 
lizious opinions? The attributes 
of their deities inspire them, not 
with confidence and love, but 
with fear and suspicion, princi- 
ples which characterise .all their 
religious service ; while the exam- 
ples they are supposed to have ex- 
hibited, instead of ennobling and 
purifying their worshippers, serve 
rather to lead them to an imita- 
tion of the vices which form their 
most conspicuous features, Now, 
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though the inhabitants of a chris- 
tian country are secured from 
the gross errors of the heathen, 
yet how vague and inadequate 
are the ideas they too often a- 
dopt on the subject of religion ! 
How often do they frame to 
themselves a mistaken concep- 
tion of God, divesting him of the 
awful characters of his justice and 
holiness, changing his mercy into 
remissness, and making him a'- 
together such an one as then- 
selves ? How eften do they cher- 
ish a delusive idea of their’ own 
character, ascribing to themselves 
a purity and goodness which exist 
only in theit own imagination ? 
The natural effect of the opinions 
they imbibe, is to foster the pride 
of the heart, to cherish the love 
of the world, and to induce a 
spirit of sloth and security, with 
respect to a future state. And 
who does not perceive that those 
effects are completely different 
from those which are produced 
by a firm conviction of the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the gos- 
pel. 

If we consult the scriptures we 
find them laying the greatest 
stress on the principles of faith 
embraced by men. God, it is 
true, has said, that he * will ren- 
der to evety man according to 
his works ;” -but by works is here 
signified, the whole of our char- 
acter, including hoth our faith 
and practice; nor are the good 
works of the saints represented as 
the cause of the reward that shall 
be assigned them, for this is ex- 
pressly declared to be “the gift 
of God through Jesus Christ, ” 
but only as the evidence of the 
sincerity of their taith, and of 
their progress in holiness. The 
faith of the gospel is ever repre- 
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sented both as the source of holi- 
ness, and as the means of salva- 
tion. ‘ He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath life; he that 
believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God a- 
bideth on him.” 

To be indifferent to the relig- 
ious principles of others, and to 
make no account of their errors, 
1s a Species of charity which we 
no where find inculcated in the 
scriptures. It is altogether in- 
consistent with that ardent love 
of the truth, that steady courage 
in defending it, and that earnest 
solicitude to promote its progress 
which they uniformly prescribe. 
It is manifest, that when God has 
made known his character and 
will for the salvation of men, 
(and to those only who acknowl- 
edge this principle { address my- 
self,) we are required both by 
our concern for his glory, and by 
our regard for the good of oth- 
ers, to be firm and steadfast in 
maintaining the truth, and resist- 
ing every departure from it.— 
Never let it be thought that God 
has revealed his will in so ambig- 
uous and useless a manner, that 
the truth in its grand features 
cannot be known. -We are not 
indeed to look for an entire coin- 
cidence of opinion, even among 
the best of men ; but if we study 
the gospel with perseverance and 
uprightness, and * ask wisdom of 
God,” we shall certainly be led 
to distinguish its peculiar and es- 
sential doctrines. And, having 
perceived and embraced them, 
our dnty will be to hold them 
forth as the only means of sanc- 
tification and salvation. Can 
charity require us to hear’ with 
indifference the doctrine of those 
who would take away from tus 


the sources of salvation and the 
ground of all our hopes? Who 
represent as dubious or unimpor- 
tant the divinity and atonement 
of Christ, the necessity of regene- 
ratiqn, and the operations of the 
Holy Spirit ? Or can it require 
us to allow that there can be any 
safety in the state of these men, 
or any holiness in their eharac- 
ter ? Look to the conduct of our 
Lord, and consider his awful de- 
nunciations against those who op- 
posed the truth ; look to that of 
the apostles, and observe their 
zeal against the encmies of the 
gospel : learn from these exam- 
ples, that those who burn with 
the purest ardor of love, will be 
most zealous in maintaining * the 
truth as it isin Jesus,”’ and “ con- 
tending earnestly for the faith 
delivered tothe saints.’ True 
charity will lead us to warn those 
who err, to excite them to serious 
investigation, to expose the false- 
ness and danger of their princi- 
ples; and, in short, “in meek- 
ness to instruct them that oppose 
themselves, if God, peradventure, 
will give them repentance to the 
acknowleding of the truth.” 
There is yet another false ap- 
pearance of charity which it is 
proper to expose. As christian 
charity does not require an indis- 
criminate forbearance with res- 
pect to religious opinions, ¢o nei- 
ther does it require an undistin- 
guishing assent to the goodness of the 
moral character of men. It does 
not require us to shut our eyes a- 
eainst the sins of others or to ex- 
tenuate the real evil involved in 
them. Itis very diferent from 
the soft or designing complai- 
sance of those who extol bey eer 
bounds the good wot of oth- 
ers, or flatter their seif-conceit, or 
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encourage them in their follies.— 
It is very different from that 
counterfeit charity which extends 
its forbearance and patronage to 
follies and sins of every name, 
and reserves the severity and ac- 
rimony of its censure for those 
who, by a determined adherence 
to truth and holiness, condemn 
the accommodating maxims of 
worldly virtue. In common 
conversation you may often hear 
a person applauded as “a most 
excellent character ;”” but when 
you examine further you find no- 
thing in him buat the spirit and 
habits of the world; the form 
perhaps of godliness, but nothin 

of its power; no knowledge of 
its principles, no esteem for its 
laws. You hear another spoken 
of as “the best hearted man in 
the world ;”” you enquire fur- 
ther, and probably discover that 
he is not distinguished by any 
useful or estimable quality, but 
only by an indiscriminate love of 
company, by wild intemperance 
and thoughtless profusion. A- 
nother you hear commended as a 
person of the clearest judgment 
and greatest talents; but you 
find him obtaining these praises 
only from the keenness with 
which he enters into the views of 
aparty. ‘True charity is very 
different from these counterfeit 
appearances of it. It 1s attended 
with sobriety of spirit. Its judg- 
ments accord with those of the 
word of God, not with the max- 
ims of the world. It isaware of 
the difference between the reali- 
ty and the appearance of excel- 
lence. Though sincerely desir- 
ous to find what is good in all, 
and to allow and applaud it, it 
will not confound good with evil. 
This were to oppose the truth, to 
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offend our. God, and to endanger 
the principles of our fellow men 
with whom we converse. 

I shall only further observe, 
that charity with ali its mildness, 
will not always admit the preten- 
sione of those who make high or 
exclusive claims to the blessings 
of religion. Our Lord has war- 
ned us, that among professing 
Christians there is one class, who, 
“having heard the word, imme- 
diately with joy receive it, but 
have no root, and in time of 
temptation fallaway.”” Those 
who have any acquaintance with 
the various sects of professing 
Christians, cannot but know that 
there are many persons who sub- 
stitute warm and delusive feelings 
in the place of humility, faith 
and holiness. ‘Their conceptions 
of the truth are crude and par- 
tial, or perhaps grossly erroneous. 
They are perhaps taught to ex- 
pect and wait for some extraor- 
dinary interposition of providence 
or miraculous revelation from 
heaven; and giving way to a 
misguided imagination, accord- 
ing as their expectations appear 
to be disappointed or fulfilled, 
they are plunged into the depths 
of melancholy, or elevated into 
extasy and rapture. The only 
conversions they approve of are 
those which are suddenly accom- 
plished by some striking and re- 
markable means. After having 
experienced these, or supposed 
themselves to have experienced 
them, they are too often inflated 
with seif-conceit and self-right- 
eousness, and while their preten- 
sions are high, often exhibit a 
conduct that is little consistent 
with them. A person possessing 
the spirit of real charity cannot 
contemplate the errors and delu- 
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sions of religious enthusiasm with- 
out many mournful reflections, 
arising from the unhappy influ- 
ence of these errors both on the 
individuals subjected to them, 
and on the general interests of 
religion. He will therefore be 
solicitous to make a clear distinc- 
tion between truth and error ;— 
between that regeneration which 
the scriptures declare to be ne- 
cessary, and those visionary and 
irrational views and feelings with 
which it 1s often confounded ;— 
between those influences of the 
Spirit of God which enlighten, 
and humble and sanctify the 
heart, and those imaginary impul- 
ses and emotions which Serve on- 
ly to puff up a vain and carnal 
mind. He will “try the spirits 
whether they be of God ;” will 
“prove all things, and hold fast 
that which is good.” 
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From the Christian Magazine- 


OBITUARY. 

DIED, October 21, 1809, 
R R » ofthis city, 
[Newyork] in the 26th year of 
his age* 

For several years preceding his 
death, he passed his time in 
thoughtless levity and dissipation. 
From his childhood he had sel- 
dom been seen in the house of 
God, and was very ignorant of 
the truths contained in the 
Scriptures. In the early part 
of his sickness, which was a ¢on- 
sumption of the lungs, he was ex- 
tremely averse to hear of the 
subject of death. He could 
hardly be persuaded of his dan- 
ger until a few days before he 


* The name is not given at the re- 
guest of a near re'ation. 











died, when he consented to see 
a minister. The minister who 
was sent for, in the short time 
he spent with him, stated to lfim 
plainly and explicitly the cause 
of all our distresses—the improv- 
ment we ought to make of them 
—the awful nature of sin—our 
total apostasy—the fulness and 
freeness of salvation through the 
Lord Jesus—and the necessity 
of a thorough change of heart to 
be acceptable to God here, and 
obtain eternal life hereafter. Mr. 
R. confessed his former sinful 
life—his abuse of past mercies— 
and appeared to be filled with 
sorrow at the recollection of 
what he had been in his conduct, 
as well as what he was by nature. 
The minister directed the 5lst 
Psalm, the 3d chapter of the 
Gospel of John, the 3, 4, 5, and 
6th chapters of the Romans, and 
the 2d of Ephesians, to be read 
to him, and having prayed with 
him, left him. He was much 
affected and agitated after this, 
and expressed a wish not to be 
spoken to at that time. 

On the day following he was 
more indisposed than before, and 
very weak, so that he could 
speak but little, and could not 
bear even to hear reading. 
There is reason to believe he was 
much engaged in prayer and in 
meditation, as he called fervent- 
ly on Jesus to have mercy on 
him. The minister visited him 
again this day, and finding him 
so low, merely directed his atten- 
tion to the simple truths of the 
Gospel in very few words, and 
prayed with him. After he was 
gone, Mr. R. expressed some 
doubts that he could not be saved 
if he was not one of the elect ; 
but was quieted on this head, 
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when told, that he had reason to 
think himself of that number, ** if 
the Lord made him willing to 
seek for salvationthrough Christ.” 
The day following he grew feeb- 
ler, but expressed his willingness 
to depart. He was much en- 
gaged in prayer, crying fer- 
vently at intervals for mercy. 

On Wednesday his sister read 
to him the 5ist Psalm, and 3d of 
the Gospel of John. He was 
frequent in ejaculatory petitions 
for mercy, and prayed to be 
brought to the throne of grace, 
and taught to pray. “He seemed 
to be much delighted with the 
loveliness of a Saviour, as his ex- 
clamations were, sweet Jesus !— 
Noble Jesus ! and these often re- 
peated. 

On Thursday he was restless ; 
and when he could speak, called 
on Sweet Jesus to have mercy on 
him. His lips were continually 
moving in prayer ; but few 
words were distinctly articulated. 
There is reason to believe, from 
his engagedness in prayer and 
his subsequent conduct, that the 
Lord made some great manifest- 
ation of his glory. He begged 
not to be spoken to or disturbed 
till the following day. ‘Towards 
the evening he seemed inclined 
to talk, and calling his sister to 
his bed, and told her he was 
happy, he had made his peace 
with God, and was happy. 

The day following the Lord 
strengthened him to speak ina 
remarkable manner. He indeed 
put a new song in his mouth, 
and left him without a wish to 
live. He expressed much desire 
to see some pious friends of the 
family, and spake with confidence 
of meeting them in heaven. He 
reasoned much with his parents 


Death of R— R—, 







































181 


on the necessity of a speedy re- 
pentance. He ealled his father 
to the bed-side, and warned him 
in these words: ‘ Father, [ am 
but twenty-six years old, and the 
Lord has afflicted me, and is a- 
bout to remove me to heaven. 
I hope I shall see you there. You 
are now eighty years old, and 
have not called on Jesus as 
you ought todo. Ibeg you 
will give up the world, and seek 
for sweet Jesus. He has spared 
you to this hour; but do not 
put off your repentance to a 
death bed, as I have done; for 
you may be afflicted with the loss 
of reason, or pain which will dis- 
able you from calling on him.” 
To his mother he gave a similar 
exhortation. His brother-in-law 
sat up with hima great part of 
the night. He spoke with cool- 
ness of his approaching dissolu- 
tion, and repeated with fervency 
after his brother-in-law, various 
verses from the Psalms, and oth- 
er short ejaculations. He also 
repeated the Lord’s Prayer—af- 
ter which, in answer to an in- 
quiry on that subject, he replied, 
he was not at variance with any 
person. Rapturous expressions 
of love to Christ, and hope of glo- 
ry, frequently burst from ‘his lips. 

On Saturday, the minister 
who had _ twice visited him, ¢al- 
led again, and though he rejoiced 
in the change he found in Mr. 
R’s state, deemed it his duty to 
warn him of the deceitfulness of 
the heart—of the wiles of Satan 
—of the awful consequences of a 
mistake—urging upon him the 
necessity of strict self-examina- 
tion, as far as his feeble state of 
body would permit. te told 
the minister he was happy—ex- 
pressed his sense of his own un- 
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worthiniess---2and declared all his 
hopes rested on the merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Before pray- 
er he was afked if he had any 
thing particular io solicit at the 
throne of grace. lie requested 
that his parents might be remem- 
bered ; and added, but in so low 
a voice, that the minister did not 
hear it, or know what it was till 
afterwards, “ Pray that I may 
again see what I haye seen.” At 
eight o’ciock that night he told 
his. brother-in-law oy would de- 
part before morning, and called 
on Jesus to receive his soul. He 
said his breath came from his 
heart, and he felt the stroke of 
death upou him. His cheek’, he 
said, were already stiff and cold, 
which was the case! and _ his 
cough which had not intermitted 
for two mimuutes a-time for a week 
before, now entirely ceased, and 
seemed to give him ges in 
death. He took leave his 
father and mother, and “f m 
the room, in the most affection- 
ate manner, and called on Jesus 
At 10 o’clock he 


his feet were not cold, 


several times. 
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scarcely audible, about. an hour 
before morning. 

The preceding account natur- 
suggests some important 
1s to the mind of every re- 


1. WwW sbeee lid not this young 
man die at aes as he had 
lived . To say that the fear ad 
death a akan his conscienc 
will merely account for his alarm 
in the first instance, but by no 
means tor his hope at the end. 
Although deeply sensible of his 
unworthiness, he was full of con- 
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solation, and looked for the time 
of his departure without fear. 
He had heretofore considered 
Christ as without form and come. 
liness, and by his conduct said 
‘ Depart from me ;’ but now 
he considered him as precious, 
and with rapture called him 
Sweet and Noble! From whence 
proceeded this revolution in his 
views and feelings? Was it 
produced by the powers of his 
mind? The Scriptures declar 
that the carnal mind is enmity 
against God. How then could 
that heart, which by nature ha- 
ted, by its own ability be made 
to love God ? The change must 
have been produced by some 
power out of itself. Seri ipture 
declares, that we are saved by 
grace. Was this grace which 
operated i in him at this time, the 


same grace which operated in 


him before ? Was it common or 
special? If the former, why 
was it more effectual at this time 
than before? Because he willed 
it, or exerted his powers of mind ? 
But whence this successful exer- 
tion?) What made him willing ? 
The grace of God, unquestior 1a: 

bly. Thus if we say the grace 
which changed him was com- 
mon and not special, we run the 
circle of our own folly, and end 
where we began. It was speeial 
race which wrought in this 
young man; for special grace 
can alone subdue ovr rebellious 
natures, and make us willing sub- 
jects of the Prince of Peace. 
By grace are ye saved through 
faith, saith the Apostle, and that 
not of yourselves ;__ it is the gift 
of God: Not of works, lest a- 
ny man should boast. The spir- 
it of God imparted to him be- 
lieving views of the Lord Jesus, 
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as able and willing to save sin- 


ners of our race. ‘These views, 
thus obtained, banished his fears, 
and caused hope to spring up in 
his soul. 

2. In this instance, divine 
soverei gnty; absolute sovereign- 
ty, was displayed in all its glory. 
There was nothing in the former 
conduct of this person—nothing 
in the temper of his mind when 
he was taken sick, that could in- 
fluence God to bless him with his 
favor. Here was a life spent in 
vanity—here was a heart hostile 
to the truth—here was a sinner 
who had manifested in the midst 
of Gospel light, an open and per- 
severing neglect of the ordinan- 
ces of God’s house. And yet 
the Lord revealed himself to him 
in a way of mercy. How 
strikingly does this prove his own 
declaration to Moses, ‘I will 
have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compas- 
sion on whom I will have com- 
passion.’ So then, adds the 
Apostle, and his words deserve 
especial attention, as containing 
an eternal and indubitable tr uth, 
‘itisnot of him that wi//eth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God 
that showeth mercy.’ Do any 
feel disposed to cavil at this, and 
afk, Why doth he yet find fault, 
for who ‘hath resisted his will ? 
God himself, by his Apostle an- 
Swers the question. Nay, but, 
O man, who art thou that repli- 
est against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to him that 
formed i it, why hast thou made 
methus? Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same 
lump,to make one vessel unto hon- 
our and another unto dishonor ? 

3. The truths which were 
blessed to this $ person’s conversion, 
Were those which are commonly 
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called the doctrines of grace. 
These, whilst they lay the axe to 
the root of human pride and cut 
down all self-righteous preten- 
sions, exalt the free grace of 
God, and the all-sufficiency of 
the Savior—a grace not to be 
purchased by human merit—an 

all-sufficiency adequate to hu- 


.Man corruption and human im- 


becility. Of course, these doc- 
trines alone are suited to our 
wants as fallen creatures, and 
can alone appease the alarms of 
an awakened conscience, by direc- 
ting the trembling sinner to ¢ the 
blood of  areocape ng, that speak. 
eth better things than the blood 
of Abel.’ <All these doctrines 
may be summed up in thar 
one grand, fundamental, essential 
truth, of a radical, total chance 
of heart by the almighty power 
of the Holy Ghost. In 
change the principles of spiritual 
life are implanted in the sinner, 
so that he arises from his death 
of sin, and walks before God in 
newness of life. ‘The change it- 
self is wrought by God—the sin- 
ner is the mere recipient. Thus 
God declares by the prop eed 
‘“ A new heart will J give y Ou, 
and a new spirit will / put \ 
you: and J will take 
stony heart out of your fe 
Lx ill give you a heart of flesh.” 
Ot this important trath, with al 
the doctrines 
this young person was convinced. 
When his 
the Holy Spirit, ‘he found bimseli 
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guilty aud polluted—he 
his heart was nat ural! ly at enmity 
with Ged, and was atteiel that 
sod alone could chance it by his 
power. ‘The Same spit it which 
enlightened his understanding, 
constrained him to se erseyver- 
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ingly the blessing he need 

















































































enabled him to find it. Under 
affecting views of himself, he cri- 
ed to God for mercy—he was 
stripped of all self-righteousness, 
and presented himself a needy 
suppliant at the throne of grace. 
He thus worked out his own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, 
because God worked in him both 
to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. So far are the doc- 
trines of grace, where they are 
understood, from producing care- 
lessness and slothfulness, or pride, 
that they invariably produce op- 
posite fruits. This young per- 
son was incessant in his prayers— 
faithful in warnings to others— 
and in his testimony for the truth. 

May we all obtain the like grace, 
and rejoice in the same hope of 


glory ! 


FRAGMENTS, 


PREACHING. 


Heart-searching preaching, 
where it does not convince, is sure 
to offend. Nothing is so cutting 
to an unrenewed heart, especially 
where there is a decent outside, 
as to have its rottenness exposed, 
its refuge of hes swept away, and 
the pillow of forms, whercon it 
was sleeping, removed from un- 
der the head. Whosoever at- 
tempts this*must expect to see the 
old man rise and fume, since to 
approve the real Christian, and 
the real truth, would cause the 
Pharisee to condemn himself. 


se 


DELIBERATION. 
In most cases, we ought to 
weigh onr intentions, before we 
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put them into execution, to sec 
whether we run any risk of of- 
fending God in what we are a. 
bout to do ; but where our flesh- 
ly lusts are concerned, it is quite 
otherewise ; the less we argue 
and deliberate, the better. Whilst 
we are debating, our passions are 
kindling, so that reasoning with 
ourselves here, is like flinging oil 
upon fire in order to extinguish 
it. But flight and prayer are 
special helps. 


WATCH AND PRAY. 


Wartcurutness will not avail 
without prayer, nor prayer with- 
out watchfulness. Watch and 
pray, saith our Lord. 


——~ 


ACQUIESCENCE IN PROVIDENCE, 


To a believing soul there is 
something wonderfully sweet in 
viewing all his trials, troubles, af- 
flictions, temptations, desertions, 
spiritual conflicts, ups and downs 
of every kind as ordered of God 
for his good ; decreed to come 
upon him just at such a time and 
place as his heavenly Father’s 
wisdom sees fit and meet ; to re- 
main with him just so long and 
not a single moment longer than 
till they shall have answered some 
salutary purpose for his soul’s 
good ; that however sore and 
grievous these things may be to 
flesh and blood, however thwart- 
ing to his own will and wishes, 
yea however contrary to what he 
would judge to be for his spiritual 

velfare ; yet he who ordereth all 
things < after the counsel of his owa 
will, causeth them to work to- 
gether for his good, and that 
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they are all the effects and eman- 
ations of infinite wisdom, infinite 
love, and infinite power, united to 
accomplish his salvation in ‘the 
way that shall be best for him, 
and most for. -his »heavenly Fa- 
ther’s glory. 
= 

1 Cor. xv. 32. Tf after the manner 

of men I have faught with beasts 


at Ephesus. 


THERE. were two sorts of 
usages among the Romans in their 


=~ o 5 > Tere Ae 8 2x. 


Revival of Religion in Shoreham, 185 


theatres. Sometimes they cast 
men naked to the wild ‘beasts to 
be devoured by them. This was 
the punishment of wicked ser- 
vants and vile persons. Some: 
times they put men armed into 
the theatre to fight with beasts ; 
and if they could conquer them 
and save themselves, they had 
their liberty ; but if not, they 
fella prey to the beasts. It is 
this last custom to which the a- 
postle refers. 
Oriental Customs. 


* 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SHOREHAM... 


Shoreham, Klay 14, 1810. 

Messrs. Editors, 

WITH the design of comfort- 
ing the hearts of Zion’s friends, 
and glorifying the God of salva- 
tion, [ send you for . publication 
some account of the late wonder- 
ful revival of religion in this 
place. It will be necessary to 
mention a few things previous to 
the description, that the power of 
God may the more clearly be 
Seenin the work. In the month 
of August last, I came to this 
place to preach, having engaged 
to supply them six months. if 
found the church in a most un- 
happy and broken state. The 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper 
had -not been celebrated for a 
long season ; the house and pub- 
lic worship of God were almost 
forsaken, and there was no ap- 
pearance that any thing more fa- 
vorable would take place. ‘There 
Z 


was however this remarkable cir- 
cumstance; the Congregational. 
Society remained firm, and many 
of them appeared really concern- 
ed for the Church, and would of- 
ten enquire with apparent ear- 
nestness, whether there was any 
probability that the church would 
settle their difficulties ; and ma- 
ny of them observed to me, that 
they had charity for the church, 
and believed they were christians, 
though they thought that many 
of them had been greatly out of 
the way. I would in this place 
atso observe, that when the hap- 
py tame came, that the church 
made public confession to the 
congregation, and the walls of 
Jerusalem were again built up, 
it was evidently an occasion of 
joy to the congregation. Ano- 
ther circumstance worthy of no- 
tice was the apparent attention 
of the congregation to the word 
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preached on the sabbath, and at 
frequent lectures on week days ; 
the remarkable decorum and or- 
der observed in time of worship ; 
and also the frrendly manner in 
which heads of families received 
my visits, and the young people, 
the freedom I took in conversing 
with them on religious stbyects. 
I shall only make one observa- 
tion more, viz. that  fiotwith- 
standing the unhappy situation in 
which I found the church, as a- 
bove mentioned, yet on examin- 
ing into their matters of diiicul- 
tv, and conversing with them, I 
did charitably hope and believe, 
that they did not any of them 
Inean or design to do wrong. 

I shall now proceed to relate 
some of the particulars of-the be- 
ginning and progress of the work, 
together with some of the appar- 
ent means, that it pleased God to 
inake use of. 

Being myself at Middlebury 
on the week before thanksgiving, 
in Dec. 1809, and attending sev- 


eral religious meetings there, my . 


own mind was somewhat deeply 
impressed with a sense of the situ- 
ation of the church and people of 
Shoreham. Having while at 
Middlebury collected some par- 
ticulars of the work there, and a- 
mong other things the extraordt- 
nary resolution and conduct of 
the young lady, (mentioned by 
Mr. Merrill in his account of the 
revival there, published in the 
March Magazine) which I had 
then heard from her own mouth, 
together with the happy effect 
and consequence thereof, I drew 
up a resolution, as I was riding 
to Shoreham on Saturday, to 
make a number of appointments 
the next week tor conference, es- 


pecially for young people. Ac- 
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cordingly, on the sabbath follow. 
ing, at the close of public wor- 
ship, I mformed the people of the 
work of the Lord in Middlebu- 
ry, and appointed five evening 
meetings that week, in different 
parts © f the town, for the purpose 
of giving them a particular ac- 
count of the wonders the Lord 
was doing there, especially a- 
mong the youth. I invited the 
young people in particular to at- 
tend ; and among the rest ap- 
pointed a meeting on the evening 
of thanksgiving | day near the 
middle of the town, and invited 
as many of the young people as 
could to attend and keep the eve- 
ning with me in praising the 
Lord. The first of these appoin- 
ted meetings was held on Sabbath 
evening in the easterly part of 
the town. A latge number of 
young people, and others assem- 
bled, and upon giving them a his- 
tory.of the work at Middlebury, 
and a subsequent exhortation 
from several christian brethren, 
the minds of many appeared to 
be deeply impressed. ‘The reci- 
tal of the resolution arid conduct 
of the young lady referred to a- 
bove, very sensibly affected the 
youth, as it also did in every oth- 
er meeting through the week.-— 
The next meeting was on Mon. 
day evening in the north-west 
part of the town. Here also, 
there was a large collection of 
both middle aged and youth, and 
now the work began very visibly 
to appear. - Four persons, heads 
of families, and of respectability 
as members of society, of about 
middle age, came forward ; con- 
fessed their former sinful neglect 
of religion; manifested a iull 


sense of the great importance of 


it, their resolution in future t¢ 
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attend to it; and exhorted others 
to setout with them. This ap- 
peared to havea very sensible ef- 
fect, upon almost the whole as- 
sembly ; as it was not before 
known, unless to a very few, that 
they had any thing special upon 
their minds, 

Another very extraordinary 
circumstance took place at this 
meeting, though it was not then 
made public. A young man was 
present, who had been the first 
mover of a ball for the evening 
of thanksgiving day, and was the 
principal manager to prepare and 
arrange things for it. He had 
attended public worship at the 
meeting house the sabbath be- 
fore, for no other purpose, but to 
consult with other young people 
and make arrangements for the 
ball, as he himself afterwards pub- 
licly acknowledged. He spent 
the intermission on the sabbath 
upon that business, and when he 
heard the several appointments 
made at the close of public wor- 
ship, he immediately concluded 
that 1 had heard of the ball, and 
had taken this method to break 
it up; herein however ke mis- 
took, for I knew nothing of the 
ball at this time ; but being fully 
resolved in his own mind, not to 
be interrupted, he came to the 
meeting on Monday evening for 
the purpose of making further ar- 
tangements for the ball; but 
here it pleased a sovereign and 
merciful Jehovah so to awaken 
and call up his attention to the 
great things of religion, that, in- 
stead of prosecuting his design, 
as soon as the meeting was dis- 
missed, he hastened away, lest 
some of his associates should 
mention the ball to him, which 
be could not now bear to hear of. 
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He however kept his feelings to 
himself till towards the close of 
thanksgiving day, when he wait- 
ed on the person whom he was 
to accompany to the ball, and 
acquainted her with the altera- 
tion in his miad, and told her 
that he was determined to go to 
the evening conterence. ‘This 
unexpected change in him, very 
deeply impressed her mind also, 
and she immediately resolved to 
attend the meeting herself. And 
although the riding was very 
bad, the night dark, and the dis- 
tance they had to travel about 
three miles, while on the other 
hand half a mile would have 
brought them to the ball cham- 
ber, with most of their young 
companions, yet I had the hap- 
piness to find them both at our 
evening conference, and to hear 
the young gentleman, at an early 
stage of the meeting, relate the 
whole matter, and much morc 
particularly than what I have 
here done, to the astonishment 
and agreeable surprise of the as- 
sembly, who in general knew no- 
thing of the matter until they 
heard it now from his own mouth. 
The minds of the youth, and in- 
deed of all present, «ppeared to 
be deeply affected. This was 
such a thanksgiving evening as, I 
believe, was never. before cele- 
brated in Shoreham. Saints re- 
joiced, and sinners began to trem- 
ble; and from this solemn and 
rejoicing night the work began 
to spread and increase rapidly «- 
mong the people both young and 
old. I must in this place further 
add, that several young people 
who attended the ball, were far 
from enjoying a merry meeting. 
Their mirth was, by the grace of 
God, turned to mourning. Deep 
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convictions soon followed, and 
some. were soon hopefully con- 
verted. Conferences now be- 
came frequent. They were held 
almost every night in the week, 
in some or other part of the town, 
and often three or four in a night. 
sind notwithstanding the weath- 
er was generally unfavorable, and 
the travelling most of the tume 
very bad, yet such was the throng 
of people, who attended, that it 
was with difficulty that they 
could be accommodated in any 
two of the largest rooms that 
could be found, Although we 
often opened conference by six 
o’clock, yet it was many times 
difficult to close till ten, there 
were sO many, who were deeply 
impressed to come forward and 
tell what the Lord had done for 
them; or who, in distress and an- 
guish of soul, wanted to relate 
their exercises and ask the pray- 
ers and counsel of Ged’s peopte. 
sind often those, who had not 
found any comfort, had such a 
sense of their own and others 
danger, that they were constrain- 
ed to warn their fellow sinners ; 
and they sometimes did it in so 
imOving a manner, as Was 2 mean 
of awakening the stupid and care- 
less. It was now arare thing for 
a number of weeks, that we held 
a conference without hearing 
both the groans of the wounded 
and songs of the delivered. 

I shall now return to give some 
account of the Church and the 
happy settlement of their difficul- 
ties. Vhis week, that is, thanks- 
giving week, on Saturday, the 
Church had a meeting on the 
subject of their diilicuities. There 
appeared some more favorahle 
‘They agreed to set a- 
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ing and prayer.- Public notice 
was given of it on-the Sabbath, 
and the congregation invited to 
attend and unite with the church, 
as many of them did. And we 
have reason to believe that the 
Lord made One in the midst, and 
heard and answered the prayers 
of his people ; for blessed and 
happy were the effects that soon 
followed. The next week the 
church again very generally met 
on the subject of their difficulties, 
and now the Lord appeared for 
Zion. ‘The day began to break, 
and the dark cloud that had so 
long hung over her heads was dis- 
persed and fled away ; and the 
Sun of Righteousness arose with 
healing under his wings. ‘The 
members of the church both male 
and female confessed their faults 


one to another, and mutually tor- 
gave each other, and being sensi- 


ble that, by their unchristian con- 
tentions, they had wounded the 
cause of Christ and the feelings 
of the congregation, they volun- 
tarily and unanimously agreed 
to come into the broad alicy the 
next sabbath, and as a body to 
make a public confession, which 
they accordingly did. ‘This was 
asolemn, joyful, and affecting 
scene, and appeared, instrumen- 
tally, to givea new “spring and 
energy tothe work. ‘The church 
being sensible that numbers, who 
had lately obtained hopes, ‘stood 
Waiting to offer themselves as 
candidates, as oon 28 a suitable 
door in thehurch was opened, 
appointed a meeting for that 
purpose the same week when e- 
leven presented themselves, were 

examined and gave Satisfaction. 
The next week, twenty-two told 
their experience at a church meet- 
ing to charitable acceptance ; and 
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thus it continued for a number of 
weeks until the last sabbath in 
January, when on communion 
day 62 persons presented them- 
selves before God in the congre- 
ation of his people, and there 
solemnly dedicated and joined 
themselves to God and his church 
in an everlasting covenant never 
to be forgotten. This was a sol- 
emn and rejoicing day—a season 
that will be had in everlasting re- 
membrance. ‘The work still con- 
tinuing, church meetings were a- 
gain held for the examination of 
candidates. ‘The last sabbath in 
March we had another commun- 
ion season, when 31 were added 
to the church—in all 93. 
these, 50 are heads of families— 
23 males and 27 females. The 
remaining 45 are young unmar- 
ried persons, 14 males, and 29 
temales. Seventeen more now 
stand prepounded to the church ; 
besides about 50 others who have 
obtained a hope, but do not as 
yet come forward to join any 
church. Besides these, anumber 
in the east and west parts of the 
town have joined the Baptist 
eet 3 but their exact num- 
r I don’tknow. I shall now 
i my narration with a few 
general observations. 

First. The honor of the cause 
semands that I should mention 
the great solemnity of the work, 
and the general good order of 
our meetings, both on the sabbath 
and at conferences, so that, al- 
though evening conferences have 
been exceedingly crowded, and 
many obliged to stand up fer 
hours, yet remarkable stillness 
and attention have been observa 
ble, and it has rarely been the 
case that any one has gone away 
before the meeting was closed, or 
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shewn any impatience at the 
length thereof, though it some- 
times has been continued as much 
as four hours. 

Secondly. The work in general 
has been a very rational and 
scriptural work. There has scarce 
been a single instance within my 
knowledge, of any one that has 
appeared to be wild, enthusiastic 
or extravagant, either under con- | 
victions, or when brought out ; 
and notwithstanding that many 
of the convicted have been very 
deeply impressed, and sorely dis- 
tressed; yet they have always 
appeared to be rational, and their 
distress to arise from -a lively 
sense they had of their sinful and 
lost condition. Most generally 
they have seemed to be greatly 
afraid of doing any thing to stifle 
their convictions and grieve away 
the spirit, lest they should be fi- 
nally left ; and indeed they have 
mostly appeared, while under 
convictions, to have a sense of 
their entire dependance on God : 
and although most of those that 
have been brought out, have been 
brought out very clear, so that 
others have had very little doubt 
about them ; yet they themselves 
have been so far from being filled 
with extatic joy, that they have 
appeared to be quite jealous of 
themselves and afraid ot being 
self-deceived. 

I shall only add, that there ap- 
pears as yet a remarkable sted- 
fastness and engagedness in those 
that have come forward, both old 

and young. We cannct but 
tHink that they do generally grow 
in grace and in the knowledge ot 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Chr ist. 
We have still frequent lectures 
and conferences, which are very 


solemn and refreshing. "Yhirty- 
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two young women have formed 
themselves into a religious socie- 
ty. They meet once a fortnight, 
anid generally receive some new 
ones at their meetings. I might 
add many other particulars ; ; but 
tt would swell the account too 
large. I shall therefore close 
with observing, that we need the 
prayers of all God’s people, that 
we may not be exalted, but truly 
thankful, and may carefully im- 
prove so rich a mercy. 
SAMUEL CHEEVER. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WIND- 
SOR. 


A revivat of religion pre- 
vails with power in Windsor.— 
We learn that upwards of thirty 
persons are propounded for ad- 
mission to the congregational 
church in the east parish. 

Farther particulars respecting 
this work may be expected in 
some future number. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SALEM, 
BEVERLEY, &c. MASS. 


The following came to hand too 
fate for insertion under the proper 
head; we were not willing, howev- 
er, to withhold such information from 
our readers, and, therefore, insert it 
by wav of postcript. We learn 
with pleasure that there appears to be 
a work of divine grace in Sslem. 
God’s Spirit seems to have come 
among that people with power. Du- 
ring the winter past, an unusually sol. 
ecm attention to religion, has perva- 
ded all parts of the town. Some 
hondreds, it is hoped, have already 
bezun their everlasting song ; others 
are still inquiring what they shall do 
ts be saved. The same appearances 
save also been witnessed at Manches- 
ter. Late!y the shower of divine in- 
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fluences has begun to shed its bles- 
sings on the towns of Beverly, Mar- 
blehead, and Danvers in the same vi- 
cinity. Several towns in Worcester 
county, have recently experienced the 
outpourings of the Spirit. From 
Exeter, N. H. we hear that God has 
visited and refreshed his heritage in 
that place. We are likewise inform- 
ed, from authentic sources, that a 
general and very powerful awakening 


has, nottong since, commenced in the 


city of New York. Such accounts 
cannot fail to exciie the fervent grat- 
itude of Zion’s friends, and to cause 
them to pray with increased ardor, 
thy kingdom come. Panoplist. 


eS ee 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SUTTON, 
MASS, 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in® 
Sutton, Mass. to bis friend at Mid- 
dlebury, dated April 10, 1810. 


Tue revival of religion in this 
place is a source of great joy to the 
friends of Christianity. -' For twenty 
years past, no one has ever witnessed 
such a transaction as, by the permis- 
sion of God, took place in the Rev. 
Mr. Milis’s Society the last sabbath. 
Fourteen voluntarily came forward 
and acknowledged the sovereignty of 
the Almighty, the power and efficacy 
of a Redeemer, and the denign. influ 
ence of the Holy Spirit, pucting on 
the armor of faith and hope, and be- 
coming followers of the Lamb.  Al- 
most one hundred have joined the va- 
rious churches in this town within six 
months, and the work of God still 
continues among us. Oh that it 
might spread far and wide; fly like 
electricity from heart to heart, until 
all shall repent and come to the know!l- 
edge of God as it is in Christ Jesus. 


Extract of a Letter fiom a Gentle- 
man in London. 


IHAVE lately had great pleasure 
in perusing the minutes of the yearly 
conference of J.utheran and Calvinist 
ministers, from all parts of the conti- 
ment, who metin Lusatia, together 
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with 91 letters addressed from pious 
bishops and pastors in other parts, 
who could not attend. There was 
one from an association of Protestant 
thinisters in Iuanguedoc in France ; 
from an extensive circle at Basle ; 
from Alsace, Holland, Saxony, Wir- 
temberg, Osnaburg, Nuremberg, 
Russia, Poland, Hungary, the banks 
of the Wolga, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Esthonia; also. some ac- 
counts from Moscow; and some ad- 
dresses from Catholic ministers. It 
gave a kind of ubiquity to me for the 
time, and afforded a peculiar delight, 
with one glance to see and converse 
with, or hear them converse,—all 
speaking the same heavenly language 
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all lementing the low State of reli- 
gion, in their various districts, and alt 
breathing after a wider and wider 
spread of the glorious gospel.—There 
appears to be a considerable work 
going on among the Catholics iu the 
south of Germany. Many pious 
priests are raised up, and laboring 
diligently. These are meeting witk 
great opposition and persecution from: 
their church. So much has bigotry 
decreased, that it ts not uncommon 
to see Lutherans and Catholics hear- 
ing the Gospel from the lips of a 
Calvinist minister, and all sitting down 
to commemorate the ‘death of our 
Lord at the same table. 
Pan. 
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AN Inaugural Oration deliv- 
ered Feb. 21, 1810, by Henry 
Davis, A.M, President of Mid- 
dlebury Colleges. Published by 
request of the Corporation. Far- 
rand, Mallory & Co. Boston, and 
Lyman, Mallory & Co. Portland. 
»» Ministerial labor and support : 
Sermon preached at Middlebu- 
ty Mb. 21, 1810, at the ordina- 
tion Of Mr. Henry Davis and his 
induction as President of Middle- 
bury College. By Alexander 
Proudfit, Pastor of the first Pres- 
byterian Congregation in Salem, 
N.Y. Salem, N. Y. Dodd & 
Rumsey. 

A Sermon preached to the 
young people in Marlborough, at 
their request, May 31, 1809. By 
Gershom C. Lyman, A. M.— 
Brattleboro’. Wm. Fessenden, 
1809, 






The government of God desir- 
able. A Sermon delivered at the 
session of the synod of New-York 
and New- Jersey, Oct. 1808. By 
Lyman Beecher, Pastor of the 
church in East-Hampton, Long- 
Island. Windsor, Reprinted by 
Aiden Spooner, 1810. 


PROPOSED. 

Williams & Whiting, of New- 
York, propose ta publish, in'6 
royal octavo volumes of about 
800 pages each, a new edition of 
Scott’s Family Bible. The price 
to subscribers, in boards, will be 
2 doilars, 2 dollars 50 cents, or 
3 dollars 50 cents per volume, 
according to the quality of pa- 
per. 3 

Subscriptions for this valuabie 
work are received at the bookstor 


of O, White, Middlebury, 
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Poetry —To Correspendents— Donations. 





f Jorn. 


POETRY. 


THE SMILE OF JESUS. 


LOVELY is the face of nature 
Deck’d ‘with Spring's unfolding 
flow’rs, 
While the sun shews every feature 
Smiling through descending show- 
ers : 
Birds, with songs the time beguiling, 
Chant their little notes with glee, 
But to see a Saviour smiling, 
Is more soft, more sweet to me ! 


Morn her relting tints displaying 

Ere the sluggard is awake ; 
Ev‘aing's zephyrs greatly straying 

O'er the surface.of the lake ; 
Melting hues, and airy breezes, 

All have powerful charms for me ; 
But no earthly beauty pleases, 

When, my Lord, compar’d with 

thee ! 


Sofcand sweet are show'rs descending 
On the parch'd, expecting prouna ; 

Fragrance, from the fields ascending, 
Scatters health and joy around, 

These, with ev’ry earthly biessiug, 
Loudly for thanksgiving cal! ; 

Yet, one smile from thee possessing, 
Surely, far exceeds them all. 


Sweet is sleep to tired nature ; 
Sweet to labor is repose : 
Sweet is-life to ev'ry creaturc , 

Sweet the balm that hope besroe's ; 
But tho’ spring, and ev'nine’s breezes, 
Sleep, and hope, and life, to me 
All are pleasant, nothing vierses 
Jesus! likeasmile From thee 


W.B.COLUSER. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our approbation of Troruimus will be testifies 


ance in the next number. 
Tue confession of Mr. T 
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MAN ON the pre- 


vailing practice of drinking toasts are under consideration. 


ae ° . 
Ametia will have a place. 
PHILANDER ; 


the Allegory of Maria.; aad 4*a Sabbath 
ning’s conversation’’, are filed for publication. 
We have long expected to hear again from the author of 






says on religious subjects” ; Minror ; Cxuegicus ard others. 

Ir is painful to us that our brethren, whose societies have been 
blessed with recent revivals of religion, are in many instances so dil- 
atory in forwarding such desirable information. 


*,* Tue friends of this publication will be happy im learning 
that our list of subscribers has received a large increase within four 


months. 








, 
DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY'SOCIETY. 
From the Female society, Middlebury, - - S 17,00 
From the Young Ladies’ society, Middlebury, . -. JOae 
From Mr. Reuben Munger, do. « . . 1,00 
From the Female cent society, The:fora, - . - 5,00 
From Friends to Missions, - ° es . 2,44 





Errata.—Vol. 2. page 162, 2d column, 16th line from bottom, for ¢ 
ing read crowning $ page 164, 2d col, line 5 from top, for feraural read f 


ral. 
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